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The Effect of the Criminal Legislations of Anti-Terrorism on Personal Freedom
(A Comparative study among The Jordanian, Egyptian and British Laws)
Prepared by
Mohammad Salameh Al-Rawashdeh
Under the supervision of

Professor Dr. Sultan Al-Shawi

Abstract

This study aimed to highlight the impact of Anti- Terrorism Criminal Laws on
the personal freedom in (Jordan, Egypt and Britain), from the perspective of the
comparative laws under discussion.

This effect has arisen apparently in these countries as a result of their strict
legislative policies, especially the procedural ones related to controlling terrorist
crimes. Whilst these states have unanimously agreed on following a rigorous
policy in the course of combating terrorist crimes, they differ about the
procedures to be necessarily adopted.

We divided the topic into the following:

Chapter 1: it contained the introduction, the issue of study, the study
components, the importance of the study, regulations of study and finally the
research approach followed.

Chapter 2: We discussed in this chapter the development of the concept of
terrorism crimes and its effect on the personal freedom; through discussion we
examined the concept of terrorist crimes from the viewpoint of jurisprudence.
Then, this chapter tackled how terrorism has been defined in the international

conventions and Penal Codes. The chapter
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demonstrated the necessity of striking a balance between fighting terrorism and
maintaining personal freedom.

Chapter 3: In this chapter, we explored the anti-terrorism procedural system
through the clarification of the procedural policy of fighting terrorism during the
period of data collection as well as terrorism confrontation policy during the
investigation stage in the comparative laws under discussion.

Chapter 4: This chapter talked about the general guarantees for the personal
freedom in confrontation with the anti-terrorism procedures; we divided this
chapter into two main topics:

The first: This topic talked the features of violating the personal freedom under
the application circumstances of the anti-terrorism procedures, in both the local
and international situation for the concerned countries of this comparative study.
In the Second topic: we illustrated the general guarantees for the personal
freedom in confrontation with the anti-terrorism procedures, especially those
procedures that come in touch with severe contact with the personal freedom
and privacy For this reason, we have to adhere to guarantees such as; the right
to physical and psychological integrity, the right to personal security and
traveling as well as the right to the privacy of the defendant charged with
committing terrorist crimes.

Chapter 5: In this chapter, we dealt with the prosecution process of the terrorist
crimes. In this respect we showed the judicial system entitled to deal with the
terrorism crimes in Britain, Egypt and Jordan, and how this system differs from
the usual criminal trials. Then this chapter focused on the guarantees for the
defendant during the prosecution

stage of the terrorism crimes, and his right to be sentenced by a competent
judge. In addition, this chapter concentrated on the defendant’s fair trial in the
whole sense of the word.

Chapter 6 Includes the conclusions, study results and recommendations.
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" (1) In this Act "terrorism" means the use or threat of action where:
(a) the action falls within subsection (2),

(b) the use or threat is designed to influence the government or to
Intimidate the public or a section of the public, and

(c) the use or threat is made for the purpose of advancing a political,
religious or ideological cause.

(2) Action falls within this subsection if it—

(a) involves serious violence against a person,

(b) involves serious damage to property,

(c) endangers a person’s life, other than that of the person committing the
action,

(d) creates a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section
of the public, or

(e) is designed seriously to interfere with or seriously to disrupt an
electronic system.
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